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When it comes to foreign trade, U.S. businesses are famous advocates for strong, consistently
applied intellectual property rights. Drug companies worry about weak patent law in India on one
hand, and software companies complain about the Chinese approach to property law on the other.
Are many firms more concerned with securing competitive advantage than with ensuring impartial
laws through lobbying?

The supporting theory behind copyright and patent laws has long been that those who create
goods and services should be granted a monopoly interest over the rights and profits from their
innovations for a reasonable amount of time. However, in recent years, especially in the drug and
entertainment industries, patent laws have been regularly pushed beyond former time limits, either
permanently, or in some cases, by way of special rulings for specific products. It has been debated
whether extending patent and copyright protection is indeed good, both for business and society.
Or a better question to ponder at is whether the effect of patent and copyright extensions will
eventually take its toll on the competitive edge of innovation and creativity. [25 % ]
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