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The past decade and a half had witnessed an unprecedented financial crisis. The
government default, currency devaluation and trade deficit had put the country in serious debt,
which in turn worsened an already sluggish economy. Even though the economy rebounded in
the recent eighteen months, more and more people now are struggling as the “new poor,” or
overworked underclass, suffering from stagnated wages and longer working hours amid a
widening poverty gap. [25 4 ]



