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�3�1. The habit of doing extensive reading helps to lay the ________ of children’s writing skills. 

� formation � compassion � foundation � composition 
�4�2. It is often said that prevention is better than cure, so why not take some ________ in advance? 

� proportions � professions � presumptions � precautions 
�2�3. Mutual funds came into our country in recent years. This financial product was developed for those who 

do not have enough time, money and ________ knowledge to invest. 
� instinctive � professional � precise � influential 

�3�4. The Ministry of Finance announced tax ________ for the victims of the 921 earthquake and of typhoon 
Toraji. 
� securities � protections � exemptions � abortions 

�3�5. We don’t need to ________ what the future will hold; just focus on the present task.  
� delay � guide � predict � review 

�4�6. Climbing unemployment rates and dropping job opportunities are huge ________ to the new government. 
� vendors � outlets � bargains � challenges 

�1�7. We have to admit that everyone of us is more or less ________ to some sort of superstition.  
� subject � inject � abject � project 

�2�8. No city, Tel Aviv or Jerusalem ________, is home to more Jewish people than New York.  
� occupied � included � modified � impressed 

�4�9. The local farmers are looking to advanced agriculture as better protection from foreign ________ after 
Taiwan joins the WTO.  
� invention � expedition � frustration � competition 

�4�10. Many ads use our ________—like fear or love—to persuade us that we need the product. 
� oppositions � decisions � addictions � emotions 

�3�11. If a soldier lost his weapons in a ________, he needed to fight with just his body. 
� hurry � contest � battle � career 

�1�12. If you pay your bills on time, you will have good ________.  
� credit � account � security � profit  

�2�13. Foreign-trained employees have to ________ their learned skill-sets to the local market. 
� create � adapt � regulate � compare 

�3�14. The freeway is now ________ to motorists after it was blocked off by a huge landslide yesterday. 
� inconceivable � incredible � inaccessible � irresistible 

�2�15. Volcanic ________ grounded thousands of passengers and fliers across Europe last year. 
� devotion � eruption � option � corruption 
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�4�16. After eleven o’clock in the evening, the bus is empty ________ the driver and the conductor. 

� besides � except � despite � except for 
�2�17. Robert can’t drive us to the airport. He has ________ to take us all. 

� a too small car � too small a car � very small a car � such small a car 
�1�18. Advertising is distinguished from other forms of communication ________ the advertiser pays for the 

message to be delivered. 
� in that � which � in which � because of 

�3�19. Michelle would certainly have attended advisory board meeting ________ on the highway. 
� if she didn’t get a flat tire � had she not a flat tire 
� had she not had a flat tire � should she have not a flat tire 

�3�20. A study shows that intelligence accounts for only 20 percent of the factors that determine success, 
________ EQ playing an important role in the remaining 80 percent. 
� in � as � with � while 

�4�21. We can always work toward improving our self-control, and, ________, we can help others do the same. 
� that is  � by contrast  
� instead  � more importantly 

�1�22. ________, I cannot agree with him on the matter. 
� Much as I respect him � As I respect him much 
� More as I respect him � As I respect him more 

�2�23. Janet put forward the proposal that the program ________ until Mr. Brian Reynolds came back from 
abroad.  
� postponed � be postponed 
� would be postponed � had been postponed 

�4�24. To have her own clothing store, Jane borrowed money from family members to get her business 
________. 
� start � to start � starting � started 

�1�25. Not only ________ most male birds have extremely beautiful feathers, they know how to use them. 
� do � are � will � can 

�4�26. The man spent so little time with his family ________ his daughter didn’t even recognize him. 
� and � before � as � that 

�2�27. He decided to continue the exhausting training for the Olympics, ________ his physical condition was 
poor. 
� as if � even though � regardless of � in spite of 

�4�28. Many of our character traits are not tested ________ we are in a difficult situation. 
� before � when � because � until 

�3�29. A single bacteria, ________ the right conditions, divides rapidly into colonies of billions in one day. 
� giving � to give � given � having given  

�1�30. There is a risk that the longer people put off their work, ________ it will eventually get done. 
� the harder  � the more hardly  
� the better  � the more people 
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Globalization has broken geographical and national boundaries between countries. Our world is ���� 31���� , 
and we are living in a global village. ���� 32����  more and more frequency, people travel around, and they find it 
necessary to communicate with people from different parts of the world in a common language. Since English is 
the most widely used language, it will ���� 33����  become a world language. ���� 34����  some studies, a large 
percentage of the latest information in all fields of knowledge is first published in English. That’s why our 
government has decided to have the fifth graders in primary school start learning English. It is believed that, 
children proficient in English gain an ���� 35����  over others with poor English competence in the competitive 
world. As our country joins WTO and becomes globalized, proficiency in English is undoubtedly an 
indispensable means to give us an edge over others. 

 
�2�31. � coming � shrinking � moving � learning 
�4�32. � In � For � Among � With 
�3�33. � since � never � inevitably � rarely 
�3�34. � Basing on � Depended on � According to � Calling on 
�1�35. � advantage � effect � offer � influence 
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Telephone, television, fax and computer network all help people communicate with each other. Because of 

these devices, ideas and news of events ���� 36����  quickly all over the world. ���� 37���� , within seconds, people can 
know the results of an election in Taiwan or Argentina. An international soccer match comes into the home of 
everyone ���� 38����  a television set. Thanks to modern technology like the four thousand ���� 39����  that circle the 
world, information travels fast. For many people, the world has become smaller than it ���� 40����  in the past, when 
communication between continents was much more difficult. Now the possibility of contact between cultures has 
become far greater than ever before. 

 
�2�36. � expand � spread � distribute � inform 
�1�37. � For example � In addition � By contrast � In conclusion 
�3�38. � by � on � with � inside 
�3�39. � meteors � orbits � satellites � astronauts 
�4�40. � is � will be  � used to � used to be 
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When it was published in 1973, E.F. Schumacher’s book, Small Is Beautiful: Economics as if People 
Mattered, made a lot of people think about the ways we make money, and what we use it for. Here is a quote 
taken from the book: 

“A modern economist is used to measuring the ‘standard of living’ by the amount of annual consumption, 
assuming all the time that a man who consumes more is ‘better off’ than a man who consumes less. A Buddhist 
economist would consider this approach excessively irrational: since consumption is merely a means to human 
well-being, the aim should be to obtain the maximum of well-being with the minimum of consumption. ... The 
less toil there is, the more time and strength is left for artistic creativity. Modern economics, on the other hand, 
considers consumption to be the sole end and purpose of all economic activity.” 

The quote makes sense to a lot of people who are tired of always working harder to buy things that don’t 
really make them feel a lot better. What do people really want, and what do they really need? Suppose someone 
decides that a bigger or better television would make life more enjoyable. Perhaps. But what does the person 
have to pay for that TV? It’s not just the money; it’s the lost hours spent earning that money. 

In any case, a family decides to buy a big television for the living room. But then the parents decide that 
they want a second television for their bedroom. What happens? They all can’t watch both televisions at the same 
time. Perhaps one person in the family watches the one in the bedroom, while someone else watches the one in 
the living room. But then they are missing out on the happiness of being together as a family. There are lots of 
things we do that don’t really improve our lives.  

 
�3�41. What is the author’s purpose in writing the passage? 

� To suggest some good ways to make more money and use it. 
� To explain the relationship between consumption and economics. 
� To inform the reader about the real significance of well-being. 
� To discuss why a family decides to buy another television set. 

�1�42. Which of the following statements about Schumacher’s book is NOT true? 
� Consumption is the only way to get a sense of well-being to a Buddhist economist. 
� It is usually believed that the more money a person spends every year, the wealthier he / she is. 
� A Buddhist economist is more concerned about spiritual well-being than material satisfaction. 
� Modern economists hold that the standard of living is closely related to annual consumption. 

�4�43. A Buddhist economist feels that the approach of a modern economist is _______________. 
� sensible � applicable � pragmatic � unreasonable  

�3�44. According to this article, what may a Buddhist economist encourage people to do? 
� To work harder in order to buy a bigger and better TV set. 
� To devote more time and strength to boost the global economy. 
� To spend more time and energy in artistic activities. 
� To live up to what most modern economists have stated. 

 

�2�45. According to the author of the passage, buying more than one TV _______________. 
� is necessary for a family to enjoy more happy hours 
� may lose the opportunity of sharing happy time with family members 
� is helpful for avoiding any possible fight about watching TV 
� is an unavoidable trend for most modern families 
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In 1983, Cyndi Lauper reached the top of the charts with her hit song ”Girls Just Want to Have Fun.” These 
days, the same could be said for millions of men and women in their 20s, 30s, and even 40s. These so-called 
“kidults” dress and behave like children. Refusing to grow up, they often live with their parents, play video 
games, and watch cartoons. Observers point to positive and negative ramifications of the trend, which is all 
about having fun and avoiding, at all costs, the “R” word: Responsibility. 

The word “kidult” is a combination of “kid” and “adult.” Kidults often live with their parents long after 
finishing high school and college. It’s a fast-growing trend. In 1970, only 11% of American 26-year-olds lived 
with their parents, but by 2005, that figure had grown to 20%. Likewise, people are getting married and having 
children later. In Ireland, for instance, the average marriage age rose from 30.7 in 2000 to 32.6 in 2005. 

Facts like these have led some observers to suggest that people are growing up later and later. Rather than finding 
a steady job, getting married, and taking out a mortgage, many people are opting for a different path. They’re staying 
put, taking whatever work comes along, and devoting their disposable income to having a good time. 

Though we can’t stop time, the maturation process does seem to be slowing down. As daily life becomes 
more complex, it’s taking people longer to learn to live independently, so the traditional idea that adulthood starts 
at 18 may soon be a thing of the past. That holds true for countries as diverse as Japan, Germany, and Canada. So, 
to all those adults with Hello Kitty T-shirts and toy robots, take heart. You’ve got plenty of company. 

 
�1�46. What is the main idea of the passage? 

� Many adults still live a lifestyle associated with childhood. 
� Companies have found numerous ways to market to kidults. 
� More and more adult Americans are living with their peers. 
� Nobody wants to accept responsibility or work hard. 

�3�47. What does the word “ramifications” in paragraph 1 mean? 
� implications � relationships � consequences � interactions 

�4�48. Why are people taking longer to grow up? 
� Parents don’t want their children to move out. 
� Daily life is full of impossible challenges. 
� Traditions are changing in very few countries. 
� The world is becoming more complicated. 

�1�49. Which of the following statements about kidults is NOT true? 
� They are working hard to buy their own homes. 
� They are not pressured to get married as soon as possible. 
� They are used to living with their parents. 
� They are more interested in enjoying life. 

�2�50. According to this passage, what problems might kidults have? 
� Running out of things to purchase.  
� Difficulties with developing social skills. 
� Not learning how to avoid responsibility.  
� Being heavily pressured to mature. 


