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[1] 1. Even when she became rich and famous, she never forgot her _ background.

® humble @ similar ® further @ exact

[4] 2. Try to hold the selfie stick steady, or the pictures we take willbe

@ clear @ sluggish ® teary @ blurry

[4] 3. In the past five years, it is quite clear just how _ pandemics and climate change can threaten people’s
way of life.

@ regularly @ slightly ® magnificently @ drastically

[1] 4. According to the market | the interest rate announced by the US will impact the stock price greatly.
@ forecast @ feasibility ® fluctuation @ feature

[1] 5. Only a person with outstanding achievement can become a member of that _ club.

@ exclusive @ inclusive ® elevated @ intrinsic
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[1] 6. For the trip tomorrow, | have packed my luggage but my younger sister

@ hasn’t @ isn’t @ won’t @ didn’t
[1] 7. Either of the brothers __ broken the expensive glass.
@ has @ have ® are @is
[4] 8. Though having a beautiful voice, that little boy is _ shy to sing in public.
@ very @ much ® hardly @ too
[2] 9. Recently, Tina has been assigned too many projects at work; she _ has time to exercise.
@ definitely @ scarcely ® extremely @ often
[3] 10. When Susan finally got to the party, most of her colleagues  already.
@ left @ have left ® had left @ were left
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Found in neon signs, fluorescent lights, older thermometers, and certain kinds of telescopes, mercury is a highly
toxic metal. In the past, mercury was used in many common __ 11  objects, like mirrors, hats, photography
equipment, and even several kinds of medicines. When humans are exposed to mercury for a long time, it can be very
dangerous for their _ 12 . Today, scientists understand how extremely poisonous mercury is; it is still found in
some products. Nevertheless, because we now know how toxic mercury is, chemists and other people who work with
mercury pay great attention in 13 their exposure to it. Nowadays, while most home goods no longer contain
mercury and most people are not exposed to it at their jobs, there is still a significant amount of mercury in something
that many people eat ona __ 14 basis: fish. The mercury that might be found in a can of tuna is most likely an
indirect result of the coal industry. Mercury is found in coal and will be released into the air when coal is burned.
Scientists have discovered mercury in fish from nearly 300 streams across the country, 15 in bodies of water

that are located hundreds of miles from coal plants.

[4] 11. © professional @ interior ® environmental @ household
[1]) 12. @ health @ wealth ® work @ value

[3] 13. @ calling @ making ® limiting @ counting
[2] 14. © timely @ regular ® self-concerned @ orderly
[4] 15. © never @ rather ® hardly @ even
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For thousands of years, humans have built cities as centers for trade, business, and family life. Some of the oldest
cities have managed to maintain pieces of their original characteristics, whereas other cities have disappeared. Those
cities that have been lost provide rich information about the past, helping to inform our future. Through studying these
lost cities, we learn how to preserve our current cities.

One of'these lost cities belonged to the Anasazi people who lived in Chaco Canyon in New Mexico. These people
built their homes along the river that ran through the canyon. With enough water supply, Chaco Canyon was the
population center of many desert cities for almost 300 years. However, today, nothing but ruins is left of this busy
city. Scientists speculate drought or some kind of disease might have made the Anasazi’s food scarce or killed its
people. Yet, no one knows for sure what exactly happened to the Anasazi.

Another lost city, the city of Machu Picchu, sits high atop the Andes Mountains in Peru. It was once among the
most powerful cities in South America because it was home to the Incan emperor. In 1527, its citizens packed up their
belongings and migrated for unknown reasons. Scientists guess that smallpox, a disease brought by European
explorers, led to Machu Picchu’s downfall. Today, tourists from all over the world climb thousands of stone steps to
view the ruins of this formerly majestic city.

Still another city that is no more was called Pompeii, one of the wealthiest cities of ancient Italy. This beautiful
seaside city was a lively center of commerce and trade, but, at that time, Mt. Vesuvius was lurking in the distance.
Eventually, a storm of lava, smoke, and ash buried the city of Pompeii, putting an end to its prosperity. From the ruins
of Pompeii, scientists have made new discoveries about ancient civilizations of Europe.

[1] 16. Which of the following titles best suits this passage?
@ Understanding More about the Lost Cities
@ Why Some Cities Lost Their Residents
® How to Build Safer Homes in Desert
@ Why Some Cities Failed to Last Longer

[4] 17. Which of the following statements might explain why the Anasazi built homes along the river?
® The Anasazi used the river and boats as their transportation means.
@ The Anasazi liked to find fish in the river as a food source.
® The soil near the river makes a good choice for building homes.
@ Water is an important resource for those living in the desert.

[ 2] 18. What made the city of Machu Picchu become one of the most powerful cities in South America?
@ This city was founded by powerful European explorers.
@ This city was home to the Incan emperor.
® This city was the capital of the Incan empire.
@ Many tourists visited the city to climb the steps.

[3] 19. According to the passage, which factor might have contributed to the fall of Pompeii?
@ A war destroyed the city.
@ Its people moved to other places.
® A natural disaster buried the city.
@ Famine and drought brought down the city.

[2] 20. Which reason was given by the author for us to know more about these lost cities?
® Knowing how these cities perished can help us build more cities more quickly.
@ Understanding the development of the lost cities can help us preserve our cities today.
® Knowing the history of these lost cities can help us promote tourism.
@ Understanding the reasons behind the losses of these cities helps us protect our environment.
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