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[2] 26. People usually eat, drink, chat and laugh ata
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@ quarrel @ banquet ® funeral @ checkup
[4] 27.1am a bit chubby, so people’s question about when my baby is due really  me.
@ inspires @ refreshes ® strengthens @ embarrasses
[1] 28. If parents are too  of their children’s misbehavior, the kids may very likely be spoiled.
@ tolerant @ previous ® grateful @ available
[2] 29. There was a huge pile of after the party, so it took the janitors several hours to clean up.
@ poetry @ litter ® relief @ climate
[3] 30. All applicants must provide their bank statement to show that they are _ capable.
@ physically @ religiously ® financially @ socially
[2] 31. Founded a year ago with only five employees, the new company is still in its stage.
@ secure @ infant ® advanced @ mature
[3] 32. Normally, a rabbit would away at the sight of a tiger.
@ oust @ pass ® dart @ fade
[4] 33. Our boss was not happy at all when he found this quarter’s growth in sales was only
@ lucrative @ hilarious ® arbitrary @ marginal
2R (amr e Shig§ i x]
[ 1] 34.T°d love to play basketball with you! Let’s some hoops.
@ shoot @ shot ® shoots @ shooting
[2] 35. My boss was shocked when Iturned ~ his offer of my promotion.
@® up @ down ®in @ out
[4] 36. The 70-year-old man, __ from a long trip, felt very tired.
@ return @ returns ® returned @ returning
[2]) 37. The couple  through many difficulties before finally having a happy ending.
@ go @ went ® going @ gone
[3) 38.She  for two hours before her friends arrived.
® was waited @ has been waiting @ had waited @ was waiting
[ 1] 39. A paperclip is an instrument ____ to hold sheets of paper together.
@ used @ to use ® using @ use

[4] 40. Peter and Tom are competing for the position of the manager. The former has better work experience than

@ the later @ another ® other @ the latter
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There are three children in the Vanderbilt family. Alice is the youngest. She differs from her _ 41  older
brothers, Mike and Larry, because she is really shy. Alice is also dependent on her family, and doesn’t like to do
things 42 . Mike and Larry, on the contrary, are very independent. The two brothers are _ 43
ways. For example, they are both kind and friendly. The boys even have almost the same 44
Larry wears glasses. Otherwise, you’d never be ableto 45 !

fn

in many
except that

[3]) 41. @ intelligent @ healthy ® outgoing @ lazy

[4]) 42. ©® on time @ for free ® in public @ by herself
[1]) 43. @ alike @ naughty ® different @ stingy
[3]) 44. @ interests @ schedules ® appearances @ habits

[2] 45. © set them up ® calm them down
e~ BRI e 400 EAdad§ F 5]

In recent years, a significant trend has emerged across various sectors of the American economy, as
companies have started to streamline their product offerings. This movement, which predates the COVID-19
pandemic, has become more pronounced in recent months. Coca-Cola, for instance, has halved its beverage
portfolio, discontinuing around 200 of its drink varieties, including notable products like Tab, Zico coconut water,
Diet Coke Feisty Cherry, and Odwalla juices. This trend is not exclusive to the beverage industry; it extends to
food items, from mayonnaise to cereals, and even to the automotive sector, where companies are reducing the
number of car models and options to concentrate on best-sellers.

Retail chains like Stew Leonard’s have dramatically cut down their cereal offerings, and Edgewell Personal
Care Co., known for Schick razors and Banana Boat suntan lotion, has similarly streamlined its product lines.

@ tell them apart @ figure them out

Dollar General has reduced its mayonnaise varieties, emphasizing efficiency over variety. This strategy reflects a
deeper understanding of consumer behavior, suggesting that too many choices can be overwhelming and
counterproductive. Market research supports this approach, indicating that new products now make up a smaller
percentage of store items compared to pre-pandemic levels. Studies have shown that a limited selection can result
in increased sales, a phenomenon highlighted by psychologists Sheena Iyengar and Mark Lepper in their jam
study, which found that consumers were more likely to make a purchase when presented with fewer options.
This shift towards simplification is a strategic response to changing market dynamics and consumer

preferences, emphasizing the importance of focused and efficient product assortments. Retailers and
manufacturers are navigating these changes with careful planning to ensure they meet consumer needs without
cluttering the marketplace.
[2] 46. What trend has emerged in the American economy regarding product offerings?

@ Increasing product lines @ Streamlining product offerings

® Diversifying into new markets @ Expanding globally
[4] 47. What type of products did Coca-Cola discontinue?

® Only sodas @ Alcoholic beverages

® Water varieties @ Juices and diet drinks
[ 3] 48. Which sector is NOT mentioned as experiencing a reduction in product offerings?

® Beverage @ Automotive ® Clothing @ Food
[1] 49. According to studies, how does limited selection affect consumer purchases?

@ Increases likelihood of purchase @ Decreases likelihood of purchase

® Has no significant effect @ Causes confusion among consumers
[2] 50. What is a key reason for companies to reduce their product lines?

@ To increase production costs

@ To simplify consumer choices

® To expand into new markets

@ To focus on online sales



