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31 Easy things may become difficult if you don't liketo dothemor dothem .

(Acritically Breluctantly ©reflectively (Dmysteriously
32  Without the president's consent, we cannot to do the project.

(A)deceive (B)conclude (©)succeed (Dproceed
33 Theold apartments are being to make room for new stores.

(Acalled off Bheld up ©torn down (Ddropped off
34 Family or career—itisa that many working mothers still face in today’ s world.

(A)conceit Bdilemma (©feedback (D) precaution

ST EE S 35 AR 4273 ¢

Legend tells of a strange event in one Japanese town’s history. It says that around 250 years ago, a Japanese
lord gave the village leader of Shirone a giant kite. Over time, it became the custom of the villagers to
settle 35 by flying Kites. If one villager could snag the other kite and force it to the ground, then the villager
would win the argument. Eventually, this tradition of kite battling _ 36  afestival that takes place every June and
has created atown full of people who are so passionate about kite flying that they have been _37  “kite crazy.”

For most of the year, the people of Shirone are hardworking, sensible farmers. Once the spring planting is
done, though, thoughts turn toward the sky and the kites that will soon _38 it. Before the flying occurs, though,
kite construction is on everyone's mind. Shirone becomes a giant kite factory, and all _39 surfaces seem
covered by kite making materials. All of these kites are made by hand in a traditiona manner that
requires _40 and teamwork. When the festival comes and kites are in the sky, each team’s goal is to capture the
other team’s kite by wrapping its rope around the rival’s rope. Once the initial maneuvering is done, brute
strength _41  and it becomes a tug of war. The team whose rope snaps or kite drops loses the battling. The team
whose rope stays_ 42  winsthe game, but both kites usually end up destroyed.

35 (Adisputes (B)diseases (C)disasters (Dydiscounts

36  (A)has made for (Bhas taken after (©has resulted from (Dhas turned into
37  (A)dubbed (B/doubled (©doubted (D)/dumped

38 (Acirculate (B)operate ©populate (D)participate

39 (Wsensble B®incredible ©reliable (Davailable

40 (A)precision (B)description ©prescription (D)decision

41 (Mtakesit thewrongway (Brunsinto trouble ©getsin the way (D)comes into play

42  Winstant (B contact ©intact (D) contrast
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To many, it is insane for an athlete to do a backflip while driving a 450-pound snowmobile. But for Caleb
Moore and other freestyle snowmobilers, it's just another trick. Moore performed his failed stunt during the
Winter X Games on January 24, 2013 and died a week later. The stunt was difficult but apparently doable. He had
done it many times before. So what do we make of this?

By definition, “extreme" sports are difficult or dangerous, performed in a hazardous environment. The very
essence of these sports is to push things as far as possible and then try to take them farther. Part of their massive
appeal is that these sports constantly walk on the thin edge between brilliance and disaster. The fans, corporate
sponsors, and especially the athletes know this. It's just a part of what they do, but the death of a 25-year-old isn't
supposed to be the result of a sporting contest for our entertainment.

In the 18-year history of ESPN's X Games, Moore was the first to die in competition. But why is my initia
reaction, "Geez, | can't believe there have not been more.” | mean, really, who thinks someone can survive
attempting a backflip on a 450-pound snowmobile? But one person does it, then another and the one after that
until it ultimately becomes a routine trick. And then it is time to develop the next one that will be even more
insane. | am not saying that the people involved with extreme sports trying to perform some seemly impossible
stunt are not concerned with the utmost in safety standards. Maybe it's because these extreme sports haven't yet
reached their final frontier of possibility. However, | can't help wondering if they ever set the limit: How far
should they push the envelope?

So | say it'sinsane when | see some teenager shoot 30 feet into the air out of a halfpipe to do twists and flips
on a skateboard or a snowboard, or when | see some free climber risk a fatal drop just to reach a summit. And
when they have turned what | had previously considered the impossible into the probable, | ask myself: “What
will they try next? And how far will they go before somebody kills himself?’

43 What ismost likely the purpose of this passage?
(A)To voice the concern about the safety of extreme sports athletes.
(B)'To report on the death of the extreme sports athlete Caleb Moore.
©To point out the edge between brilliance and disaster in extreme sports.
(D)'To question about the roles of extreme sports fans and corporate sponsors.
44  What isthe last paragraph mainly about?
(AMoore's death in competition shown on ESPN's X Games.
(B The danger in doing a backflip on a 450-pound snowmobile.
(© Extreme sports athletes' constant attempts to push their limits.
(D)The difference between an impossible stunt and a routine trick.
45  According to the passage, which of the following statementsis NOT true?
(ANo onedied in the 18-year history of ESPN's X Games until Moore's death.
(B Extreme sports athletes need to set safety standards before performing a stunt.
(© Extreme sports keeping pushing things farther haven't reached their final limit.
(D'The author is surprised that there has been only one death in ESPN's X Games.
46  What does " hazardous' in the second paragraph mean?

(AMassive. (B Complex. (© Sporting. (D)Dangerous.
47  What ismost likely the author's attitude towards extreme sports?
(A)Passive and doubtful. (BHopeful but uncertain.

(© Supportive but worried. (D)Objective and optimistic.
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Beth and Tony are a couple who like to go mountain hiking. One day, they decided to do it again on a sunny
day. But by the time they started the hike, it was aready in the afternoon. Enjoying themselves al the way
through, they both reached the top of the mountain before the sunset. Yet, instead of taking the same route, Beth
suggested to take another trail down, and it turned out to be an unexplored one. The trail was rather hidden by the
grass and trees. Not being able to see the road ahead most of the time, they slipped a couple of times.

They became nervous when it started to get dark, and had to hold on to each other tightly. Walking totally in
the dark, they carefully watched over every step they made and moved even slower than they did before. Suddenly
seeing a light, they began to walk faster. Eventually, they found their car in the lot. After driving back home

safely, they made up their mind not to make any attempt for something unknown or uncertain.

48 What isthe main reason for the delay when they went down the mountain?
(A They stayed too long watching the beautiful scenery.
(B They parked their car at an unknown place.
(©They took an unknown road on their way back.
(D)One of them fell and was injured.

49  Why couldn’t they speed up when going down the mountain?
(A)Because they enjoyed the sunset and lost their way.
(B)Because it was aready dark and they couldn’t see anything at all.
(©Because they came across a cruel bear that tried to attack them.
(DBecause it started to rain and the road became slippery.

50 What decision did this couple make after this mountain-climbing experience?
(A They were determined not to do anything unsure in the future.
(B They decided not to take any challenge by climbing the mountain.
(©They chose never to walk in the dark on the mountain in the future.

(D They resolved to bring with them aflashlight for mountain hiking.



